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STATE OF ILLINOIS
Pollution Control BoardDecember[0, 2004

Illinois PollutionControlBoard
600S. SecondStreet,Suite402 r
Springfield,IL 62704
(Chicagoofficefar 312-814-3669)

To the membersof the Board,

On behalfof the ChicagoRecyclingCoalition,I amwriting in supportof theIllinois EPAproposal
to limit thedischargeofphosphorousinto Illinois streams.TheCRCis anorganizationof several
hundredmembersbasedin Chicagoandits suburbs,andourmainfocusof courSe is solidwaste.But
wealsounderstandthatpollutionissuesareinteirelated,andtheeffectsofmultiple sources~
cumulative.For this reason,webelieveit is ourresponsibilityto writein regardsto the.issueat hand.

Concerningphosphoruspollution, weagreewith theIllinois EPA thatit is not sufficientf~•
dischargesto only be regulatedwhentheyflow into lakesandlaketributaries.It would belike
regulatinglandfills in the countiesborderingLakeMichigan, whileallowingtherestof the Stateto
useunlinedgarbagedumps!

We thereforefully supporttheIEPA proposalfor an interimmonthlyaveragephosphorouseffluent
limit of I mgfL for manynew or increaseddischarges.We understandthattheselimits wouldbe
consistentwith existinglegislation,includingtheCleanWaterAct andIllinois waterquality
staedards.In addition,the proposalwould only addressnew or increasedpollutantdischarges,and
thesearealreadycoveredby antideregulatioiiregulations.

Wealsounderstandthat this proposalis neitherpie-in-the-skywishful thinkingnoranonerous
burdento agricultureor industry,butcan bereadily achieved,as It hasbeenfor phosphorusentering
tributariesto theGreatLakessincethe 1970s~Ofcourse,it is ourhopethatthisproposalto limit
phosphoruspollutionisjust the beginningof acontinueddirection to cleanIllinois’s land,air, and
Water.Therefore,we reiterateourstrongsupportfortheIllinois EPA’s proposalbeforeyou.

Yourssincerely,

Betsy\4ndercook
President,ChicagoRecyclingCoalition
Phone: 312-996-3088
Fax: 312-996-8858
betsyv@uic.edu


